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REPORT 


' OF THE 


SELECTMEN OF THE TOWN OF FRANKLIN, — 


FOR THE 


YEAR ENDING MARCH, 1856; 


aie 
rath REPORT 


OF THY 


a 


 SUPERINTENDING SCHOOL COMMITTEE. 


CONCORD, N. H:: 
STEAM PRINTING WORKS OF McFARLAND & JENKS, 
PHENIX BLOCK, MAIN STREET. 


1856. 
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SELECTMEN’S REPORT. 


1856. The selectmen charge themselves as follows : 


Cash received of Stephen Kenrick, treasurer 1854-5, $246,61 
Town of Gilmanton, (support M. Evans,) 77,91 
Town of Holderness, (Josephine Haines,) 13,25 


Cash received on. Outstanding Taxes, 1854-5. 


Cash received as Literary Fund, 88,01 
For support ©. paupers, | 128,36 

T. W. Morrison—borrowed, 200,00 

State Railroad tax, 558,98 

State, Town, County and School tax, 2.754,04 

Outstanding taxes for 1854, 177,85 

Non-resident taxes, deducting highway receipts, 78,69 

For produce sold from the poor farm, 432,37 

$4.402,00 


Which is accounted for as follows : 


Paid Outstanding Claims against the Town previous to 1855. 


Paid Robert Colby, land damage, $5,00 
A. G. Morrison, bridge, plank, &c., 5,11 
Teachers’ Institute, 20,21 
Kdward ©. Wayatt, breaking roads, 14,00 
John Bailey, as town clerk, 10,00 
William W. Hancock, bowling-alley suit, 73,70 

L. M. Knight—Mrs. Mitchell, seed ik 9,50 

‘8. B. Kelley, “ ef 12,00 

S. B. Kelley—William Arland, 7,00 
Jeremiah Thorn, for school district No. 10, 100,00 


$256,52 


4 


Town Hxpenses, 1855-6. 
Paid McFarland & Jenks, printing report, $14,67 


For collector’s book and postage, 34 
For recording deed, 37 
Joseph Elliott, collecting taxes, 14,40 
As expenses at Concord—C, paupers, 4,03 
‘c 5 
rT; Ti “ 158 
Joseph Clark, account as selectman, 32,65 
A. G. Kimball,  “ a 32,50 
Fire engine company, 60,00 
Fire Insurance assessment, 3,15 | 
Teachers’ Institute, 1855, 23,57 
Expenses to Holderness, 3,50 
H. N. Ingalls, for enrolling militia, 2,00 
Horace Noyes, for services as selectman, 17,50 
Jos. W. Clement, < eh 50,67 
George Morrison, ‘ i 11,50 
Jos. W. Clement, as treasurer, 20,00 
Expenses of Young to Hebron,  —~-4,28 
Samuel George, use of horse, | 50 
J. W. B. Clement, services as town clerk, 10,00 
Expense at Concord, 1,20 
J. W. Clement, bill for sundries, 3,75 
Asa Thompson, collecting taxes, 48,67 
‘ $361,383 
Roads and Bridges, 1855-6. | 
Paid John L. Colby, for plank and shingles, $34,67 
J. Thorn, surveying plank, 50 
Lorenzo Colby, lumber, (for plank,) 25,20 
David Clark, sawing plank, 10,13 
Jona. Leavitt, for plank, 10,20 
G. W. Fitts, labor shingling bridge, 4,50 
Harrison Hancock, labor, 1,25 
Hiram Shaw, labor and board, 12,00 
Albert Colby, labor, 25 
John Taylor, labor on Fifield bridge, 1,00 
B. Judkins, do. do. dao. 5,00 
B. W. Breed, do. on highway, 18,38 
John Pettengill, do. do, 18,00 
Almond Cate, do. do, 11,75 
Hiram Colby, J. M. Fellows and E. Colby, for building 
Gulf bridge, 438,00 
Simeon R. Brown, for gates, (6,41,) 6,41 
A. G. Morrison, for plank, 7,25 
Geo. Prebble, labor, 88 
James L. Peabody, plank and shingles, 30,16 


J. Hancock, crossing land, 


S. W. Call, for labor on highway in his district, 


1,00 
8,90 


Lewis Lord’s bill, lighting and tending Republican bridge, 10,84 


James Cate, labor, 


County Paupers, 1855-6. 


Paid 8. B. Kelley, for Lucy J. James, 


Irishman, 
S. B. Kelley, for Mrs, J. Shepherd, (5,59,) 
O. B. Davis, expense of Cogswell child, 
James Colburn, for Sophia Cogswell, 
Mrs. Jane Peabody, labor at i Shepherd’s, 
S. B. Kelley, for Sophia Copsweth 
HK. & H.C. Stone, “ 
Charles Martin, digging grave, 
J. C. Cilley, coffin for Cogswell child, ~™ 
S. B. Kelley, for J. Gardiner, eee 
John White—J. Shepherd, 

de . Sophia Cogswell, 
Satira Ayers, labor at J. Shepherd’s, 
L. M. Knight—Mrs. J. Shepherd, 
H. A. Robinson, “ “ as 
John Taylor, tree af 
Samuel Judkins, for H. Peabody’s son, 
L. M. Knight, for Mrs. Gardiner, 
S. B. Kelley—Sophia Cogswell’s child, 
William Arland, board and clothing Cross boy, 
W. Hancock’s pill—Sophia Cogswell, 
John 8. Jewel, a 


External Poor, 1855-6. 


Paid Harrison Hancock—M. Evans, 


Daniel Osgood, note on Gilmanton, 
Albert Colby—M. Evans, 

S. B. Kelley—N. Bean, 

S. B. Kelley—James Danforth, 
L. M. Knight—M. Evans, 
James B. Abbott—N. Fellington, 
Albert Colby—Miran Evans, 

L. M. Knight—Do., 

John White—Do., 

Mark M. Lewis—Do., 

S. B. Kelley—Jos. Harris,. 


1,00 
$657,27 


$132,41 


16,50 
4,36 
8,00 
295 
3,00 


John Pettengill—board Taylor’ s child and Mrs. Kimball, 46, ,00 


M. M. Mason—wood for Mrs. Shurborn, 


* 


3,75 


$162,29 


rd 
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Small Pox. 


Paid 8S. B. Kelley, vacination, 
L. M. Knight, 
Sanborn Cemetery, for grave lot, 
Dr. C. K. Kelley, medical services, 


State Tax, 1855. 


Paid State — 

Paid County tax, 1855, 

Outstanding taxes for 1854, 
es cf 1855, 


Poor Farm. 


Paid John White, @@” 
James Colburn, 
D. Gilchrist, 
C. & E. C. Stone, 


Moses Pervere, as overseer, 


Benj. P. Fifield, for hay, (previous to March, 1855,) 


Incidental Expenses, 1855-6. 


Paid Stephen Cheney, 


Pike & Barnard, services for bridge case, 


J. W. Simon’s bill, enrolling militia, 
O. B. Davis’ bill, 
J. W. B. Clement, care of engine, 


Balance paid for rent and costs in Repub. bridge, 


Lewis Lord, witness fees, 
Advanced to School District No. 10, 
George W. Nesmith, 


Abatement of taxes, 1854, 


é "1855, 
School Money. 
Paid School District No. 1, 
| 2, 
3, 
4, 
\ 5 


Ne 


$10,00 
20,00 
5,00 
36,00 


—— es 


$71,00 


$314,30 
627,00 


14,75 
71,95 


$145,31 
31,36 


$419.35 


$9,00 
64,31 
4,00 
3,00 
5,00 
35,67 
1,42 
12,22 - 
31,87 


$166, 49 


$13,10 
46,46 


$117,43 
. 


78,75 
264,38 
74,85 
82,93 


Ve 
Paid School District No. 6, 65,55 
. P 7, 
gt 71,88 
Ae | 70,98 
10, 253,80 
$1.081,50 
Statement of Poor Farm, 185 
Invoice, 1855, 038,10 
Sundry bills, including overseer’s wages, 419,35 
Labor of A. J. Pervere, - 25,00 
$1.482,45 
Inventory, 1856, is. 124,91 — 
Charged for County paupers, 20, 25 
Board of A. J. Pervere, 25, 00 
Cash received of Moses Peryere, for produce sold, 78,30 
$1.248,56 
Expense of poor farm, . $233,99 
, Republican Bridge. i : 
Paid James Clark, treasurer R. bridge, $4.000,00 
M. B. Goodwin, expense for costs, | 202,74 
Rhoda Thompson, interest, 7,53 
William F. Thompson, 40 
$4.210,67 


N otes given for Republican Bridge and costs, and now due, as per 
vote of the town to raise money for the same. 


To Noah M. Proctor, Bret oh 

Polly M. Eaton, ; 250,00 

James M. Glines, 100,00 

B. 8. Hancock, , 2.090,00 

. Thomas W. Morrison, : 200,00 

Ebenezer Moulton, (for B. F. Eastman,) 810,00 

Benj. F. Eastman, 225,00 

Cash paid from town treasury, 35,67 

| $4.210,67 

Claims presented, for which there is no appropri- 

ation, about $300,00 


Note—T. W. Morrison, 200,00 | 6 


ad 


8 


RECAPITULATION. 


Amount of money received by the treasurer, $4.402,00 
Which is accounted for as follows: 

Outstanding claj . $256,52 

Town expenses 361,33 
Highways and B 657,27 


County paupers, | 132,41 


External poor, 162,29 
Small pox, = 71,00 
State tax, 4 314,30 
County tax, ! 627,00 
Uncollected taxes fom1854, 14,75 
oe me LISD, 71,95 
Poor farm, , 419,35 
Incidental expenses, | 166,49 
Abatement of taxes, 1854, 13,10 
al #61855, 46,46 
School money, 7 1.081,50 

$4.395,72 

Leaving in the hanlls of the treasurer, $6,28 


All of which is submitted : 


HORACE NOYES, Selectmen 
JOSHPH CLEMENT, ae 
GEORGE MORRISON, ) Franklin. 


The undersigned, auditors of aecounts for the year ending March 
10, 1856, for the town of Franklin, have carefully examined the 
foregoing accounts, and find them correctly cast and properly vouched. 

JOHN H. ROWELL, 
CHARLES H. CLA, Auditor 
L. M. KNIGHT, 


AGES OF INMATES AT ALMS-HOUSE. 


Mrs. Jane Clark, 89 years. 
Polly Quimby, 64 
Sally Clark, | | 59 
John P. Clark, | 63 
Rosina Sanborn, 39 


Theodore Sanborn, _ 13 | 


Dr. 
Cash received of town er AGE $323,92 
Due for liquor, | 25,00 
Due agent for services, — . 80,00 
; - $428.92 
Gain on liquor sold, over and above costs and expenses, 63,28 
: $492,20 
Cr. i, 
Cash paid town treasurer, @ | $333,00 
Cash on hand, 18,00 
Liquor on hand, 141,20 
492,20 
- Whole amount of liquor sold, — oO 
a 


Fe. 


SCHOOL) REPORT. 


The Superintendingyschool committee of the town of. Franklin, in 
fulfilling their duty, Mibreccribed by law, ask leave to submit to the 
town their annual report. » 

We have visited and inspected ‘all the public schools kept in the 
town the past year, and have endeavored, in all ways in our power, 
to give ney and-success to this arm of the public service. 

The amount of money appropriated to the support of the common 
schools during the past year, was $1099.57. This sum has been ex- 
pended in a manner well adapted, in general, to secure the great end 


in view,—the right education of the children of the town. The sta-_ 
tistical return accompanying this report exhibits the number, and ~ 


sex, of the teachers employed in i. schools, the wages paid to each, 
the number of scholars in attendance at the schools, and other items 
of general interest regarding them, 

The whole number of scholars who have attended the schools in 
town the past year, is 400. The average attendance in summer was 
209, and in winter, 244. ) 

The districts numbered one and five were visited, and are reported, 
by Mr. Goodwin: viz., 


DISTRICT NO. 1. 


Summer school taught by Miss Ann Maria Brown. Length, 12 
weeks. Average attendance, 15. 'The discipline was not so efficient 
as desirable. The improvement of the school, however, was quite 
commendable. 

The winter school, 12 weeks in length, was taught by Mr. Noah 
Proctor,—a very excellent school. Average attendance, 19. 


DISTRICT NO. 5.° 


Summer school taught by Miss Jenette Morse. Length, 12 weeks. 
Average attendance, 18. It was a well managed school, and evinced 
more than ordinary improvement. The method of instruction was 
defective in one particular. There was rather too much readiness in 
prompting scholars in their recitations. Too much care can not be 
used in teaching scholars to depend on themselves iu reciting. 

Winter school, taught by Miss M. H. Marston. ° Length, 12 weeks. 
Average attendance, 16. A well governed, well trained, and very 
excellent school. 

Districts numbered two and six, were visited, and are reported, by 
Mr. Wait: viz., 
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DISTRICT NO. 2. 


This school was taught in summer by Miss Mary Osgood. Length, 
8 bene Average attendance, 25, Order, and progress in studies, 
good. : 

Miss Betsey Simons had charge in winter. Length of school, 12 
weeks. Average attendance, 30. Many of the scholars were quite 
irregular in attendance, by reason of distance and weather. Order, 
and progress, average. , 


DISTRICT NO. 6. 


This,school was taught in summer by Mi&s Alma J. Farnham. 
Length, 7 weeks. Average attendance, 9. She was faithful, and 
the school passed a good examination, 

Mr. Wilson instructed “in ‘Winter. Length of school, 8 weeks. 
Average attendance, 15. He succeeded in gaining the confidence, 
esteem, and affections“of the scholars. School was marked for quiet- 
ness, order, and promptness. 

Districts numbered four, seven, and nine, were visited, and are re- 


ported by Mr. Savage : viz., 


DISTRICT NO. 4. 


This school was kept, both summer and winter, by Miss Mary J. 
Ambrose. Length of each term, 8 weeks. Average attendance, 7. 
It was faithfully kept, and a commendable improvement was exhib- 
ited by the scholars. 


DISTRICT NO. 8. 


Kept in summer by Mrs. Nathan Morrison, an experienced and 
excellent teacher. At the close, it gaye token of commendable prog- 
ress in the studies pursued. Length of school, 8 weeks. Average 
attendance, 12. 

The winter term was kept by Miss Ellen F. Woodford. Length, 
10 weeks. Average attendance, 21. The management of the school 
was good, and the instruction accurate, and thorough. It must have 
been a‘profitable term to the school at large. Two or three of the 
older boys played truant a few times. They will find it for both their 
honor and profit to take heed to their ways, in this vespect, in time 
to come. 


DISTRICT NO. 9. 


Kept in summer by Miss Fidelia Foss. Length of school, 16 
weeks. Average attendance, 15. There was nothing specially 
marked in the appearance of the school. It evinced moderate prog- 
ress in the studies pursued. 

The winter session, kept by Mr. Andrew J. Pervier, was inter- 
rupted in its course by insubordination in the school, aided by an 
adverse iufluence exerted from without. On account of occurrences 
in the school and connected with it, a petition was sent in to the 
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Board of Superintending School Committee, signed by a majority of 
the legal voters of the district, asking that the teacher be dismissed 
from the school. Whereupon, in accordance with the provision of 
the statute in such case, notice was issued of a meeting, appointed by 
said committee, to be held in the school-house of said district, for the 
purpose of hearing the grounds and reasons on which the petition was 
urged. That meeting was held Tuesday afternoon, Dec. 11, 1855; 
and, by adjournment, was continued to Wednesday forenoon and 
Wednesday afternoon successively. After a full and impartial hear- 
ing of all the representations made to them, the committee came to a 
decision, which was communicated in due form to the parties. The 
following is an extract from the document embodying it: viz., 

“The teacher was charged with a general incompetency to govern 
the school, and with partiality in the management of it. He was ac- 
cused of stating to the school committee things that were false, and 
of saying that he wished to haveja difficulty, and meant to have one, 
in the school. 

In reference to the charge of peoppetency to govern the school ; 
the committee do not find on the whole that the teacher is,censurable 
in regard to the assignment of lessons; or that he has been partial, 
or unduly severe in the infliction of, punishment; or that he used 
profane language; but that he has governed the school with decision, 
and with an apparent desire for iis welfare, worthy of approval. 

In reference to the charge against the teacher, of stating to the 
superintending committee things that are false, the committee do not 
find it to have been sustained; nor do they find that the teacher 
desired to create a difficulty unnecessarily in the school, or in the 
district. . 

They desire, however, to express their decided disapproval of the 
carrying of fire-arms by the teacher, and think that even threats of 
personal violence made against him are no sufficient justification 
thereof. They also desire to express with equal distinctness their 
disapproval of the threat employed by the teacher, in connection with 
a revolver, at the spelling-school. In their opinion, also, the interests 
of the school would have been more fully secured by greater coolness 
and discretion on the part of the teacher and the parents involved in 
the difficulties. . 

In view of alk the facts presented in the case, the committee are 
unanimous in the opinion, that duty does not require them to dismiss 
the teacher, but that the highest interests of the district will be se- 
cured by continuing him in the school. And they would add the 
expression of their earnest desire, that all the citizens of the district, 
forgetting past differences, would unite in sustaining the vigor and 
usefulness of the school.” : 

In conformity with this decision, the school was continued by Mr. 
Pervier to the close of the term, but with a reduced number of schol- 
ars. At the final examination, the school appeared quite as well as, 
under the circumstances, could be expected. 

Districts numbered three, seven, and ten, are reported by the com- 
mittee at large. 


yt) ae 


DISTRICT NO. 8. 


The advanced school was kept by Miss Mary A. Browne, in sum- 
mer, and by Mr. O. L. Cross, in winter. Length of Miss Browne’s 
school, 12 weeks. Average attendance, 30. It was well governed, 
and satisfactory progress was made in the studies, Length of Mr. 
Cross’ school, 12 weeks. Average attendance, 84. It was a very 
good school, well taught and governed, and generally beneficial to the 
district. 

The primary school was kept, in both summer and winter, by Miss 
Caroline Hancock. Length, 12 weeks. Average attendance, 48. 
The school-room, in summer, is uncomfortable from heat. We found 
the school restive and uneasy, yet progress was made in the studies. 
Too large a proportion of the scholars of the district attend this 
school. 

The winter term was also 12 weeks in length. Average attend- 
ance, 80. ‘The school was vigorously, kindly, and judiciously man- 
aged, and a good degree of progress was exhibited by the scholars at 
large. A fault, long prevalent in the school, of assisting the children 
too much in their reading lessons, has been corrected. The commit- 
tee highly approve the school. 


DISTRICT NO. 7, 


Is a district almost, or quite, nominal, and has not been visited by 
the committee. 


DISTRICT NO. 10. 


The summer school was kept by Miss Martha R. Goodwin. Length, 
16 weeks. Average attendance, 85. It was kept in an inconvenient 
room, but was managed with great tact and ability, and with the best 
results to the scholars. The teaching was accurate and thorough, and 
the government at once mild and efficient. We speak of it only in 
terms of commendation. 

The teacher of the winter school was Mr. Josepht Gile. This is 
the first school kept in the new and commodious house recently 
erected by the district. Length, 14 weeks. Average attendance, 50, 
The school-room and furniture, the committee are happy to find, have 
been used with care, and are consequently well preserved. The neat ap- 
pearance of the writing-books, they regard as worthy of special com- 
mendation. The school at large gives evidence, (it is still in session, ) 
of untiring effort on the part of the teacher, and a general improve- 
ment is manifest in the scholars. But, in the view of the committee, 
@ more even and efficient government would have secured greater and 
more beneficial results. 

This detailed statement will sufficiently inform the town of the 
present condition of the public schools. The conflicting feelings, ex- 

cited in district No. 9 the last winter, were unfortunate in their influ- 
ence on that immediate locality, but it is hoped that the occurrences 
there will not be uninstructive to the other districts of the town. A 
method of settling difficulties, which admit of a settlement at all, has 
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been provided by the wisdom of the people, and embodied in the 
school laws. These should ever be adhered to. The administration 
of the laws is in the hands of the district and town, and any infringe- 
ment upon them, instead of remedying, only tends to aggravate such 
evils as may at any time exist under their proper sway. 

In looking over the districts, the committee feel assured that sub- 
stantial progress is making from year to year in the cause of popular 
education in the town. The interest in it is deepening, and the 
means of securing an education for the young are increasing. The 
excellent Franklin academy,—which we hope will ere long become 
the Franklin high school, and will be open to all the children of the 
town who shall be qualified for it, free of expense,—is assisting in 
the work. 

A conspicuous token and evidence of progress is seen in the large 
and substantial edifice, erected the past year, and dedicated to the 
use of the schools in district No. 10. This school-house, whether we 
consider the public spirit which demanded it, the liberal appropria- 
tion of funds made for its construction, or the enlightened judgment 
and correct taste displayed in erecting and furnishing it, is an honor 
alike to the district and the town. And we anticipate that it will 
prove an investment, richly rewatding the enterprize and intelligence 
of which it will stand an weer 3 monument. 

Improvements, also, in re-modeling and furnishing anew school- 
houses, are witnessed in several of the districts. In glancing over 
the period of six or seven years, it is obvious that a change has come 
over the people at large, as to the importance of improving to the 
utmost, and fully sustaining, the public schools, and the importance, 
also, of securing the advantages of a good education for their chil- 
dren. May the interest of the people in the public schools still 
greatly increase. | 

Respectfully submitted, 
WM. T. SAVAGE, ) Superintending 
O. J. WAIT, School Committee 
M. B. Att | of Franklin. 
Franklin, March 6, 1856. | 
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